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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, Nes. 10, 13, 30, 35, 46, & 53.

TUESDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1845,

10. Aborigines :—Mr. Windeyer moved, pursuant to notico, That a Select Committee be
Emammu.mam Abﬂhﬂ,m«l&.bﬂtmd‘m

Question put and passed, and the following Committes appointed accordingly :—

Mr. Wixpuyen,
Mr. Romixsox Di. Laxe,
Mg. BrabrLEY Mz, 3
Mz, Dz. Nicuonsos,

Lowe,
Mg. SotToR, « Tue Arrorxey GEsmisL,

11, Aborigines Protectorate :—Dr. Lang moved, pursuaiit to notice, That du&nmiuo-
just appointed, be instructed to enquire into the working of the Protectorats of
Aborigines at Port, Phillip, and to take into consideration the Petition of Mr. C. \I‘
Sievwright, late Assistant Protector in MM.—M-d-—lmby

leave withdrawn,
FRIDAY, 2> AUGUST, 1845.
10. Aborigines Protectorate :—Dr. moud. t to notics, That the Petition of
Mr. C. W, Bigvuright, be Con-huon the A

‘ne‘.-umwww That all Petitions and Papers relating
to the Aborigines since the establishment of the Protectorate, which have been laid
upon the Table of this House, be referred to the Committee on the Aborigines : —
Question on the amendment put and passed,—whereupon Mr. Robinson withdrew
from the Paper, the motion of which he-kad given notice for to-day, *

TUESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER, 1845,

9. Missions to the Abarigines :—Io absence of M. Windoyes, Di. Nicholson moved, pur.
suant to votice given by Mr. Windeyer, That an Address be presented to His Emal-
lency the Governor, requesting that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be
laid upon the Table of this lﬂunrnnl'thoupm-ddnyﬂﬁmtho
Calanigl

Question put and mdeubhpmeym and the

v passed, Speaker

10. Ahxn;;uuhom:u—h absence of Mr. Windeyer, Dr. Nicholson moved, pur-
suant to notice given by Mr. Windeyer, That an Address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor, requesting that His Fxcellency will. be pleased to eause to be
laid upen the Table of this House of Reperts made te dnﬁmbu-
w—m the Protectors of since Decomber, 1842,
oud,uuln.-ﬁmt,hylht Secretary, That the words “copies of * be
expunged, and the word “ the ” substituted.
Question on the amendment put aod passed.
(Juestion on the original motion as s amended put and. passed, and. Address to be
presented by the Speaker and the Colomial Secretary.

» WEDNESDAY, 1 OCTOBER, 1845,

3. Missions to Aborigines :—Dr. Nicholson a Petition from cortain Inhabitants
of the Town and Distriet of Phillip, the extension of the prin-
ciple on whick the. m,m

read, received, and referred to the CMQMANEM

4. Expense of Missions to the Aborigines :— The Colonial Secretary ?
mMMMA“uM*MGhm 1
on instant

Mﬂdhhmﬂ*ﬂhﬁl_mmum

the Table,
Windeyer,

TUESDAY,.
S That the Petition of Me. Le Soeaf, proscutod last Seasion, be referred to the Commitiee on the Aburigines.




the Address on this subject, adopted on the on motion of Mr, Windeyer!
Buu:*ﬂhmcmuihm
FRIDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 1845.
12. Aborigines :—Mr. Windeyer, as €hairman, brought up the Report from the Select Com-
mittee, appointed on the 19th of August last, to consider the condition of the Abori-
and the best means of their welfare,
together with the before the Committee, ordered to be printed.
APPENDIX.
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dmuthahuigh- ndofthhmb-ld.l-y mhm
June, 1 . . . . . .
LIST OF WITNESSES EXAMINED:
Page. Page.
Mahroot, boriginal Native, . 1 James Maleolm, " F
I,ubm“d:u!l’mlﬂm ohBuln hm&h Il:
Polding, D.D., Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop of Sydney, . . 5
REPLIES TO CIRCULAR LETTER.
P-‘.. . “"
Cireular Latier, . 22 | Magistrates Of Modgee, . . . .
Lhrmnph.! l;ulhuw E'Jq JP D-rln‘ . OQT James Macdonald, Esq, J. P, New od
Jnh&m.u'hkhn,ﬁq.,.l? Mﬂﬂtﬂ F‘I-d' -Iq....l. P. Broule, . g
23 o J. P, Murrumbidges, 20
ﬂ-phn!hp-u,!aq,,]? !lml!- M |' John 81. P, . . 0
Massie, Eaq., H'L-uylhur, 4 Edward Brown Addis, Esq., J. P, County of
wuu.- Nairn Gray, Esq., J.P., Port Mac. | Grant, Port Phillip, 0
lrn.. . 25 Henry W. H. Smythe, Esq., J. P, District
Bend uru-n-m-. ﬂamnnd'!‘mr. = ‘ of Murray, Port o
{ Dungog, o Frederick A. Powlett, » 4. P, Distriet of
lln:ehufﬂa‘ Scone, o | Western Port, Port o ..% . 68
Bench of Magistrates, Newcastls, . 2 | Poster r{:.. Esq., J. P, District of Port.
DnﬂéDnlq hl..J.P Wollombi, . » land Bay, Port -
of Magistrates, Brisbane Water, 31 Charles James J. P, Gipps'
Hdh-m?wu. 32 Land, Port . M
Bench of mtes, Windsor, . n G. A I_' Chiefl Protector of
Magistrates of Bathurst, , . . 32 Aborigines, Port s @D
Benoh of Magistrates, Campbelitown, . 33 | Edward Parker, Eaq., Amistant Protector, . 51
Bench of Magistrates, Picton, . . 88 | William Thomes, , Amistant Protector, . 55
Bench of Magistrates, Berrima, . b John Watton, Esq, Rouse, . . B
Bench of Muagistrates, onis, . M J His Honor the Superintendent of Port Phillip. 59
Bench of Magistrates, m, . . .8
James Fitagerald Murray, Esq., J.P., Quean-
beyas, . . 2 . , . . 8 |




o e e e e ——— ——




1845,

NEW SOUTH WALES.

REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE.

ON THE

y CONDITION OF THE ABORIGINES.

Tuz Sevscr Commirrez of the Legislative Couneil, ln.l!u on the 19th of
August, 1845, * to ider the condition of the Aborigines, and the best means of
ing their welfare,” beg to report that they have forwarded copies of the

Circilar annexed hereto, to every oftl.Cohny,bnthn-ynm |
answers to a few only. Dlﬂ'uent Dmd theanmmﬂu have udchkn.w to |
uce, next year, from their several ts, in tAbon‘\.n- to state
mwnnew{ofthareondmon d‘mmln’f:‘ so desirable that, if with
noothumthumobmn,ymCommawuHhanmmnhuhﬂ
B . Report this Session ; your Committee at present, to do no more than report
thceridneetheylnnnlrmdynken the means by which they hope to obtain
more.

RICHARD WINDEYER,
+ Chairman.
Council Chambers,
Sydmey, 30th October, 1845.}
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‘A RETURN of the Expenses defrayed from the Colonial T
inelusive ; shewing

APPENDIX to the Report from the Select

&

the Amount

18485.

—

Committee on the condition of the Aborigines,

(EXPENSES OF MISSIONS TO THE ABORIGINES.)

reasury of New South Wales, of every Mission
paid for each Mission, the Expense of

to the Aborigines within the Colony,

mamwmmlulm,lm,wmsom:m 1845,
the Protectorate, and t.haTME:pomol’thlAmhmYu.

EXPENSE OF EACH MISSION.

|

1.

not

1 y
13
LN 3 3
44 £ ¥ 2% ) E _
‘ ia"‘g = Eh . ] L] .§ 5 ; '§ i~ -
- | +r 5 F- o ® H]
o K- 2 XX g% L - 5 324 £
YEAR. A g:?'g_g < i 353 35 g 5 I | £33 T REMARKS.
Yhabe | €531, o : °5 | Az :
Institution. s g.‘ E-.‘ I‘; E‘E o ol pe A
ge é'ii ! gdi g 5 E ih i a ] ; ‘E ! :
i3 iR i |
e 42950 B ikl O O e M ' | & |} i3 - 1
e nal aaal sna]| ¥ s aPol s PN =4 s %] 4 0B s s il 2 s
This amount is exelusively of the sum of £365 J8e
B e | Tl Ul ik 1256 0 0 | e - 125 0 0 | 370815 64| 02 0 0 | 452815 & { e ot bt incurred far the ervios o, wnd
. with the expenses of 1M1
......... jroaidh i o— F— P o 5 8 | Hucluw , ones
154 2788 15 3 207 4 308 9 :ﬁ;ﬁg_u the .:.“:‘.::: whum, ene
1845 PRI e e poriis e 108210 & 2315 6 | 1,066 511 mll";::h.::m';mhlmm...._...llm 5
So 0 S5 Jume. R
[ ; | el
Totalof the Erpenme ot o) | - = - | 800 e > 125 0 0 | 7565 1 20| 9B 9N 15.013 n P
Ex Dl'ro? 1st Jlb.,‘::ﬂl, tio lz s Amount shewi l: hol:-MI laddl Wefisre the
B D e e, {| 290 90| 300 ¢ & |'BHW 50 5310 2 | L5164 3 | 488 8 9 (1170813 11 (25101 14 ¢ | 8838 4 & BLE0T 12 A C o e TR B, By e s
i Toral..... 84504 & &
on 12th Oect, 1B8..conennnes
Total of the B -t feamie el | moes 9j0p| 3.4 & | Rus P | 596470 2 [ L1614 2 | 4888 & 0 |17 18 1} |FNTE6 15 o | 974614 T ‘en,m 34
Audit Office, Sydney,
New South Wales,
27th 1845
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Auditor General,




1845.

ABORIGINES.

MINUTES OF BVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE

SELECT COMMITTEE

ABORIGINES.

.
-

Presest :—

RICHARD WINDEYER, Esq., 1v tun Caain
WILLIAM BRADLEY, Esq, Rev. Dun. LANG,
FRANCIS LORD, Esa., CHARLES NICHOLSON, Esq., M. D. *
J. P. ROBINSON, Esq.,

MONDAY, ¢ SEPTEMBER, 1845.

Mahroot alias the Boatswain, called in and examined — Mshroot alias
the Boatywain.
1. Where were you born? At Cook's River, e
S.Doymb'h-huglpilmhll,ﬂrﬁ. § Bep, 1845
3. What Governor was bere when you were born 1 Governor before Macquarie, I believe,
1 have been told I am about forty-nine.
4. Both were aboriginal natives—black fellows 7 Yes
&Doymtluumhumhehl Yes
6. To tell us about yourself and your friends, and what can be done to do you good—do you
that ¥ [ da

f; What extent of coontry belonged to your tribe—to your family—how much land did you walk
over? Ounly as far as here 0 ¥ and wround the ses const, sway fram. the beads &t
Port Jackson, to the beads at Botany and all inland.

12. Could you make yourselves undersicod ? Yes.

8. Then the Liverpool blacks’ land came up to where yours did at Cook's River ¥ Yen
14. When you- first rwollul,h'nle:h fellows wege there in the tribe who spoke your
Janguage, men, women, and chiliren? Four hundred I think in my recollection.
15. How old were you, do you think you wese, when there were bundred i your tribe ¥
A very little boy, I can just recollect by ing oo it ; 1 koow there was that.
16. Were there most women or men ¥ was bath. "
l?.MmIﬂ,dﬂ-ﬂabﬂ.-l_,u—h-L-w-h"‘
out any wife ? (lh{‘-,mhdtvo.nlmhd—oﬂll. that way it was.

: uﬁmmhq“&'haﬁ:hhm'h?m

and have now from that day to
Chairman : Tb-ﬁ-nhh
et gl < 3 i
o you never

: Did you ot think it right »
now ? Yes,
about it when
not wives used to steal them from the others 7 They did so.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE

alias 25, B,?.W:Wmhvhhhnmbh&ﬂhnhymmwm
the Chairman : Were there many children then ? Thers was. +

many children did each woman use to have ? 1 can’t rightly say. :
brothers and sisters did you have ? I had three sisters by another father and
rothers did

you have ? None ; I have got relations.
whnﬂuuldkwohﬂ&uﬁgh? Yes, three or four or two.
dem“ “‘3""‘«2“:&:, side fish, and forn
i on the sea coast si an: root.
mﬂrpﬁ&mm“m? No, always on the sea coast in the
of

the your tribo begin to diminish (a pause) when did you find black
; when did they come to be few? They used to fight about the town, knock

getting drunk you think ? To thet degree they took to liquor, at last
fast ; it was the only thing that destroyéd them. s
that the old men and women died, or that the children died ? (No answer. )
i to get liguor ? T have seen that.
say great much,

-Jmutbugini: them or white fellow ? I have seen mother and father
have less children after this, after they took to having the liquor 9 Very few
t because they wed to go with » great many white men 3  That is very true

white men used to give them liquor to go with them? Yes,
think that was the reason why they had very few children afterwards 7 Nothing else

black fellows are there now 1 » men, women, and children where you used to
? T should say fifty, but not to Botany mind you Sir, different people
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times come.
| 45. How many are there do you think alive, who were born there, who belong to the old tribe
[::;qﬂyan%uhlh:ﬂ“i Oaly four, three women and I am the
-~ man, .
46, Used your to be called particular name, for the whole of the people together ? They
_%ﬁﬂh-l:hﬁ,ld‘ndm&';hlhm ~ =3
47, Do the Liverpool lows jparticular name 1 is a particalar name
_lnth?;tlh-neuynullthmu;nﬂe.
48, What do you call them 7 Cobrakalls.
49. Does that mean anything ¥ Cobra means a kind of a worm eaten into the wood,
50, What do the Liverpool blacks call you ¢ Botany Bay Moora.
51. What does ““ Moora ” mean ¥ ‘That means “ your place. "
52. Where are the three women that remain of your tribe ¥ At the Heads here,
53. And other black fellows live with them that come from the country tribes 7 Yes.
§4. And they have come to live there because your tribe have died 7 Yes.
umbummnmmmﬁum,mmmmww
how do they get their living ? They can pick up fish about the rocks, and inland.
56. What you used to do when there were four hundred of you, there are the same fish there
now as before ¥ Just the same. fod ple v Wik
§7. Dr. Lang : Do of food e, if we can forage about the rocks
and hﬁund'mlh—nuy. d
58. By the Chairman : An“dh-myhh now as they used to be 1 Not as there used to

H come a

i
'
;

many.

59, Are there as many oppossums as used to be 7 Not so many as there used to be.

60. But there is still enough for you to catch 1 Yes, but you Jook all to day to get ane or two.
Doywm“ﬂwbw,wmaliﬂlebyhmmyywmldg«in.hy! Could get

h to make & rug in & week.
ﬁamyﬁnwﬂhh&emﬂeam? A good lot, I should say about twenty or

63. When did you first learn to Jish?  When I fist joined the Eaglish, 1 lef
m-umh’?,nmmuﬁahglmlm e

-

learn
L body teach you to sy your prayers ? T did go once or twice to church,
67. Did = every mormiog and ight ? There is no ing with
Ehg,,?rﬁdp;!z'ctmmhm:‘lnud'nh mmwmm.m,w
» Lord : Nobody taoght you to pray or to read the hible? No.
69, By the Chairman : Can mmy er 7 No.
you L | mp:.{lule

mwm s God 7 I believe there is, o .
lows 7 think something about it, ieve there is something
nymmdnrhnﬂd.ns -y

od will punish the wicked and reward the good, according as they behave
s

die what sort of place will yon go to 1 T might go to a worse place, I might go
according to my punishment.
. Lord : Supposing you are a bad man 7 1 may go to luh.myhng;:

as:;-aﬁ?&

1fyeyyy
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beliave that ways, some do not. ot b
78. By Dr. Nickoloon : What do you thisk will become of you whes you die ¥ 1 believe Igo
: How old were you when you left your father and mother ¥ 1 can’t tell

i
H
i

3 God ? They believed there was something over them,

him ? Boy just the mme as you call the devil.

or & bad beiog ¥ That is his just the ssme aa you call the devil.
devil is very wicked, and lives in a place where prople will be punished is

fellows ? They sy be will take black fellows
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102. When did they leave it off ¥ Last year,

103. Do you think it did black fellows good to have blankets 1 Itdid indeed, it kept them warm
in winter.

104, Did they leave off making oppossum skin closks when they got blakets 7 No, they still
made tkem injand,

105. Then it did pot matter whether you had a blankel, because if you had not you would get
Kﬁhdﬂh‘ Very seldom, the black fellows at Botany Bay have got no oppossum

106, have got clothiog ¥ Yes.

Iﬂ.zhrﬁm-unmﬂmﬁhph'ﬂnﬂi I always wore

them.

108. Do them from the white fellows 7 Yes.

100 Bo::u:nﬁlh-' I catch fish, and sell them 10— e acd he brings them

i t!:unlnnhy.

T'QHN. can you catch in a week 1 Acoording bow the westher is and the luck.

111. Generally speaking how moch mooey can you get for your fish every week ¥ Very lintle

now in the winter time.

112, By Mr, Lord : How much could you get formally 1 Some weeks I made £4 to £6 that
hile

r;.'gd&'a-‘:-:wum,-mb-nmh_m I threw &t sway along

with m puﬁ
IH.JM i yauz"lhiﬂ Clothes, and meat, and flour, and sugar.
115. Tell the truth, did you not buy rum ? I can take a little sometimes,
116. Have got land st Betany * A lintle

117. How did you get that 7 General Bourke gave it to me.

118. Do you understand that it beloogs 1o you for yourself and your children after you, and that
nobody can take it away ¥ Yes.

119. Have you got any children 7 T have net.

120, Have you ever hllu::zmehldren T Never

121. You do not wani 1o be given fo you, you can esrn plenty of money 7 I am doing
very little now, o5

122, Do you not think the other black fellows could earn money by fishing like you ¥  If they
do that they will do very well. ’

123. There is pothing to preveat them is there? No. :

124, How much money can you earn in the week by fishiog ! Just keep me guingdo earn s
bit that is all. "

125,




.mlygdhmoniﬂ It is fit to grow cabbages,

there 9 Yes, and pumpkins, but then the cows come and

when I am away fishing.
1 Ye

134. How much did you earn when you went whaling? £20 or £30 a voyage.

135. What did you do with that meney when you came back ? 1 wentalong with the silors and
we threw it away all together,

136. By Dr, Lang : In the public housess 7 Yes, and then go for mare again as soan as ever
that was all out.

137, ﬂom:ﬁwldnudhu&ck&llcngomwhlingi{mlihd? Yes.
138, Why do they not like 7 Because it is dirty work, and bard work, and they do not fancy it

of the black fiellows living about you now like to have a farm and to grow cab-
They would not stop by it
about  Yes
you not think if they bad to sea, and been taken eare of as you
they would like to do s0?” Yes, but they would not like it now.
work with white fellows now ? Some would ; I

148, Do yon not know there is a hospital in Sydney
follows ever go there? No, they will not take the trouble

at Botany Bay, and I have told the black
bring her in.

t i

pEEiFE

ﬁmmm;m&hmmmpm? They can if they
to go to it. ;

158. But they like to walk abgut better ? Yes. ’

150. Are there any half-castes among the blacks there ? Yes.

160. What does half-caste mean? Mulatto people, half-and-haif,

161. Are thore many among the fifty blacks you have spoken of ? There are seven out at

165. Were there not as many
166. What has become of them—do you not know. that the gins had half-and-half boys as

nllu“firh? Yes.

167, Wers the boys killed ? (No answer.)

168, Are they not knocked in the head ¥ No mo.

169. By Dr. Lang : Do they kill them ? No.

170. By M. Lord: Didz:mermspohnh-y‘ killed 7 No.

171. By the Chairman : any black women living with white fellows at Botany? Yes,
one or two,

172. Have they got any family? No, one has got children by ber first husband—black

173. Have any black men had a white woman for & wife ? No.

174. Most a woman marry particular black man, or may she marry any black man she
likes » [No aniwer.) f -
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.. MINUYRS OF EVINENCE TARES HEEFORE

nﬂlﬂ the Comimities in ite endesvour to promete their welfare ? | esnnot say
I bave learned from their reports more than I was in possession of before from my own

4. Have you in your different visitatiens asid jousuies in the Colony, taken notice of their habits

. and charsotet 7 I havey in & F“
6. lqb,-h.: the Colonry ¥ Tem

How

6. Have you rioticed generally whether thete has béen any decresse of the Aberiginal popu-

lagion ? I think thete has been & vefy groat deoredse.

7. To what causes do you attribute decrease ! My opinion may be very different from

that enterisined :r:ndh_ﬁp In the first place 1 conceive that there
of the black population a seutiment that the whites are essentially

@xceptions as they find individuals who are good and kind 1o them, but I

apprehend that that is the leading ides, founded on the fact of the whites coming to take pos-

argue, not according to our views, but secorditif to théir own ; to trespass upon the hanting
of mz them & tause of war ; and for one tribe, through mere
another, must necessarily be considered by them an act
of spontaneous injastise. I conceive that these principles will apply to the eoming to

i
1
£
¥

they
argumentative.
8. But your Grace does not think these sentiments have any connexion with the canses of their
to them ; they beeume discoutented in their minds, and their love of
i have their childven to survive them ; 0 see

A o .
theso were as lights placed bere and there in a dark tsbernacle, and though not much in them-
selv ’ i

ciently acquainted with the tribes throughousshis comtry 1o give s general answer ; st Moreton
&y.]mwuﬂ‘-wlldﬁlﬂhu—dﬂ- and on
Stradbroke Island, 1 did pot observe one half-caste female smofigst many of that

12. Do you then attribute the dearease in the population to that cause P That is one canse.

13. Are you not sware that like maoy other savages they look upon their women and daugl--

ters as merchandise mory than as objects of sentiment ¥ Yes, | am aware of it.

the notion of women and female children being property out of which they eould

make a profit, inconsistent with the sotién that they would destroy that mesns of profit? 1

do not see any inconsistenay in it.

15, Are you not aware that in some parts of the country the ouly children saved are the

females, that the half-castes saved aré only the females ?  No,

16. h':w;t?mmmhﬂyﬁmmhm;ﬂtmm;mm
.

¥
" E
g

that or loose clothing should be regularly given
to encourage them to wear them.

them

usual opes ; hence ydea of first them in

agriculture is not cortect ; they hikwe veby low idess of obtainimg food from the earth, inasmuch
-Mwmumhuwmﬁ-mﬁ of Chris-
tianity has been that w elevates,
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE

8
mmu Do you know whether any blankets have been supplied to the natives? The Government

supplied us with sixty pairs of blankets, but we were given to understand that we were mot

uﬂde ¢
48, originating in—in 8o much dealt out to them, or in the satisfaction

of baving & warm blanket for the winter 7 Very much the same feeling that you would have
nyw:l;mhnqhyma'mtmtut night when you did not expeet it.

47. Grace

state whether yon contemplate that the hw&u't:hol-nul

parts,
48. Do you think there is such an affinity in the different dialects that the learning of one
would enable you to extend your over & great extent of the country? Not a great

Spaniards.
49. By Mr. Bradley : You speak of the practioe of infanticide as being one cause of the great
among the aborigines—does that practice prevail extensively ? I have made enquiries,
and have always been told so ; I have enquired particularly, with reference to half-caste chil-
dren, and certainly have perceived that the majority of half-caste children have been boys.
50, By Dr. : Do you think there is any prospect of the civilisation of the aborigines,
in any other way than through communicating to them the principles of the Christian religion ?

not.
51. You think civilization, apart from Christianity, is hopeless? Perfectly, in the proper

icholson : Looking to the aborigines, generally, as members of the great human
mily, what does your Lordship consider their position to be in the seale of humanity ¥ That
a very diffioult question.

53. Do you consider them the lowest in the scale, or exceedingly low? We must first have
the scale to determine by.—I do not understand the phrase “scale of humanity,” as it is
54 }’ know thfloln hose intellectual capacity is of apparently a lo

v you any race on w in a lower
order than that of the aborigines of this Colony 1 Aln‘uiinulhmduﬁ,fhnm
reason to think they are much iower than ourselves, in

tors, would shew a development of intellectual power of a very high character indeed.

56. But you have just stated, my Lord, that you considered the intellectual capability of the
aborigines to be the same as that of the Europsan? Not the same in every respect. | say,
aud give it as my opinion, that there may be some among them of intellectual cspacity mot
inferior "hl:uyrqnu. What is meant by intellectual capability, more than ths power of

using .
37. 1 am suppesing the case of & child taken his parents in infancy, and educated with

all the appliances of
by their wits, and

i
;
i
f
?
-g
{
:

boys,
62. By # Are you not aware that all the tribes of Indians, in America, have been
accustomed in tleir native state to cultivate the 7 I am ot aware.
63. By Dr. Nicholson : Can you scoount for the of success that has attended the mis-
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE

i

J
_ﬁ_dum § i mW :

Ms. LORD.

R. WINDEYER, Esq., v rag Cuam.

James Malcolm, Esquire, called in and examined : —

THURSDAY, 11 SEPTEMEER, 1845.

EXTRACT from the Journal of the Geographical Socisty, relative to the Missions of Paraguay.
EXTRACT from the works of 5. K. Paulding, on the beneficial cffects of religion in the work of cieilization.
Rev, Du. LANG,

sm i

district? T am.
January since [ first went thers. [am
Port Phillip distriet.
::hb‘-nn&! to
down about

but at last [

Land with Mr. Gellibrand, Mr. Robertson, and others, and we weut over a

been so ? It in mine years last
iquatters in the
m&!yupm

to time,
—dmdmugbﬁ'ymluﬂy sottled 7 | did—1 wont over

a settler in the Port Phillip

h
l.h

w:

&mut

M

d.

&hh,
Esq.
e,

11 Sep., 1845

over from Van Diemen's Land 10 see if

:m

mtu&
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ERPORE

87. Are there any half-castes in your distriet ? I have never seen sny.

38. Have there been any born in the district ? Not that T have heard of.

39. Have you any native women living with white men in the district ¥ 1 am ecertain there
are ngme in my neighbourhood. .

41. Is it from an indisposition on the part of the white men, or of the black women that there
are no such lnstances ; or is it from the disspprowal of the blacks generally ? I could not
answer that question, -

42. Are no improper connexions of this description ever formed, do you thisk ? I am not
ware of any ; none ever came under my own

F-
4
3
‘
g

that you have not beard a¢ all in your neighbourhood, that shepherds

g

have connexion with the black women, with the eonsent of their relations and parents ? 1T

may have heard that such has been the case in an instance or two.

:‘kmv!mmbmtmw-HJMEmi I should not say

45, Are the Aborigines in friendly or hostile relations with the settlers, in your Distriet ?
are fri now, but they were not at first,

46, How did the hostilities arise at first 7 From the natives coming and taking the settlers’

:
|
1

being on & more friendly footing with the whites? They have
to take the settlers’ s they did formerly ; I have not heard of a case of sheep
my veighbourhood for six or seven years now.

48, uwmmqmrumuqmw, asking for it ? Yes,
mmﬂ ; In the neighbourhood of Melbourne, I have seen them encamped about,
mlhnﬁlu beef, mutton and flour ; and some of them also having clothes, as coats and
49. I suppose that in your part of the country, the settlers are willing to give food for the
most trivial services ? [ mm positive they would be very willing to do so.

50. Do you think the numbers of the natives bave diminished any difficulty in getting
food ? 1 should think not.

51, There is no property, mow, destroyed by the Aberigines, in your District # No,
SQ.Mvhhi'héinhmmm‘&mmﬁmmhmnﬂuuhuu
sottlers’ ? Yesu

53. Are the tribes friendly or hostile among thémselves? Generally hostile ; there

1

;
i
j

them.
a‘;m‘:ﬂﬁmmm,? It is impossible to say ; a boy from a different

distriot whom a settler had brought with him to reside at his station, lataly, in my neighbour-
bood has been killed. Quarrels and fights arise occasionally them about their women,
55. In the fights that they have, are there many or few killed # are pot many killed,
but there are generally a few wounded.

56, Do fights ukormfnqmd,? Not frequently.

57. How often ? | could not say.

5t . Have you heard of the crime of infanticide them st all ? 1 have not.
50, Have you been in the way of knowing whether it is the case or not 7 [ have not.
60, Then it may be the case without your knowing it? Yes.

1
i
[
i

of witnessing the effects of what is called the Protectorate,
mean, what is the result of your observations on the system of management of the natives,
y good, do you think ? I should think they
instead of good, in the Port Phillip District.

i ? They interfere so mush in very trifling

,_.
£
g
'E‘.
g
E
g
E

63. Mention an instancs or two ?  There a0 instance where two or three young men,
settlers, were charged with the murder of some of the natives ; but when the case came before
the Court, there was no proof of the charge. Inanother cases sottler was

with murdering & black native; [ myself was on the Jury on that occasion, snd there also,
there was ne proof.

=
F
I
§
:
H

to conviet the parties, was there net some information

to justify the Protectors in putting the defendants on their trial ? Aocording to the evidence
there was not the least ground for deing so. All the Protectors proceeded on was the state-
md’mwmbhdl'“'-ﬁlﬂlhhr.ﬁh

65. Has mot their interference tended to protect the natives wanton eutrages by the
white men ? 1 do not think the whites would hurt the in any way, unless it might
ocour in protecting their own property.

66. Do yon not think the Protectors have beem of use in assisting the settlers to preserve their
stock 2 ] do not think have.

67. But do you not think Protectors have prevented, in some measure, the whites from
gratifying their of revenge against the blacks for offences of that kind ? It may have

boen se.
68. Do you not think that that isa which the Protectors hawe cecasioned ; or are you
wum—d-@u accomplished by the ordinary mesns of the law ? 1

it might be scsomplished without the Proteetors having an to do with the settlers,

net.
70. And the matives have nover attempted to take away sheep from the whites for many years
EP g:h.-m

ﬂ . Lang : You do not find there is any disposition 1o aggression en their side ? No,
my not.

72. By the Chairman : Do you think that result has been produced at all by fear on the
lfhn,-dﬂ;ul.hlhhuh-wd;&_hr,admm u(um
. they
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19 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BREFOAS.

[ ! that almost there
| ma.-h-:l:-uncq:-tﬂ-ldz “Im wna

- mission, at the commencement of the 1842. The Rev. Dr. Lang and the Rev. Dr.
nm.n- - \-rlbuh,:hm-l efforts were made both for
[ -the better support and the government of the internal bf the mission, and brighter

the want MMQMMI&&TMMM is every reason
hr,'l;!th the more be increased from very circumstance, that the mission
station is too

i
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g
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el
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g
£
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izt

ion, where very a fow natives make their appearance.

ﬁhﬂWh&mmmﬂhmwmmmthw
| operations? About forty orsixty miles alomg the coast towards the north of our station,
| near Brisbane Town.

[ 8. And what extent inland? Just scoording to ¢lreumstances; wo had no fixed localities
| which we visited during our journeys.

| 9.-What is the uvumber of sborigines in the district with which you are acquainted ?
| There were four tribes to which we especially confined our labours, and the number of indi-
| viduals in these tribes was different; those in the immedists veighbourbood of Brisbane
| Town wore smaller, and those farther in the interior larger. Oune of the tribes in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of the town had about sewenty or eighty members, and those farther in
the interior had from one hundred 1o one hundred and twenty or one hundred and forty in
| each tribe, including all sexes and ages.

| 10, What extent of econntry did these four tribes secupy? About fifty or sixty miles along
the coast and & small island.

11. And how much inland? That would be difficult to state precisely, beeause we generally
~ followed the blacks along the const.

12. Are the nnmbers you have given, the number thet existed when the mission was discon-
tinued, or the numbers you found there st its commencement # The numbers were larger
,j\rhnumlthun,md gradually diminished during our residence, down to those I have

3. What diminution has there been during the eight years you have known these four tribes ?

The diminution amounts, | should say, to about fifty or sixty, if not more.

14. Has the decrease besn amoung the children or adults 7 Among both.

15. To what causes do you attribute the decrease? To different causes ; principally to the

connection of the women with the whites; that is a very grest easuse. Then the alteration
bas taken place in their food, from their intercourse with the whites. The veneseal

also has earried away many, and their fights with one another,

that the venereal disease was here when we first oame, or that it is so sup-

the venereal disease originated in the southern
wmthNMWh ey
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WINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORY
-

Res. William 47. Do you sttribute that to the habits that have become part of their nature, from their

wandering life? It is owing to their being so much addicted to & wandering life.

~—— 48. Do you think any measures may bo taken with the children that would tend to bring
llhyluhwﬂmmﬂdﬂ

? The grestest difficuity would be found to attract

the ehildren, so as to keep them.

49, Do you think if the means were taken to educate and entirely maintain the children, that
the parents would be to leave them in schools devoted to that ? They bave
not been willing during the eight years we have been st Moreton Bay, we have
offared to take their children, especia children, that we koew had parents
mor near relations ; but meither would the stay, nor the tribe leave them in our place.

50. In what way do sccount for this reluctance; do you attribute it to distrust of you,
to affection towards children, or to an objection to the children being brought up in the
way of the whites? I think more to affection for the children, which is very strong.

51, Have any of them shewn any tion to leave their children with you for short
perhdl.tobeiulmmd,bwhenthq come and see them overy day ! If it served their
ntu&trpu-theyhﬁ:t om perhaps for a fow days, or weeks,

52, Were they aullumibhtlm,l,;ym training their childrem, they might be put in
the same situstion of superiority as to knowledge, that the whites have over them? They
have no dislike to their children being instructed; on the contrary, they sometimes brought
them to school, but they had no desire for their children to be raised above their own level.
53. Were they conscious of inferiority to the whites, or did they fancy their own mode
of lifo the most pleasant and best ? From some of their own expressions, I judged that they
eonsidered themselves superior to us.

54. Do you mean that they consider themselves superior to the whole of the white race, or
to those they saw in the condition of conviets? To the whole; they preferred their mode of
living to ours; when they have acoompanied us on some of our journeys, they have expressed
the opinion, that they were our masters in the bush, and our servants at the stations; they
pitied us that we troubled ourselves with so many thin

55, Then with these notions, of course, no mode of remuneration would induce them to
abandon their vagrant life? No.

56. Were they conscious themselves, that they were, as & race, gradually dissppearing? If
they were, they did not express any regret.

57. Are there any, and how many half-castes in your district ; are they living with, or after
tlhamunerohho aborigines? There are none in our district, but there are some at Amity
sland.

58. Have you reason to believe there over have been any that have been destroyed ?  There
have been some destroyed among the tribes, that the whites have had connexion with; it has
e::ﬁ::&foumﬁa,ih&m have murdered their half-caste children immediately after
their birth,

59, Has that happened in the case of children entirely of their own colour, as well as in the
case of half-caste children? No, in that of the half-caste only; it is a rule to kill them
immediately after their birth whatever their sex ; thero is an exception at Stradbroke or
Amity Island, because there the women have been under the control of the pilot crew.

60. You speak of its being & rule among them - is #t a rule with the mother or among the
men ? It is a rule amongst them all

61. Is there any sort of sentiment of hurt on their part by the women having balf-
easto children—what do you think is the foundation of the rule for killing the childron? 1
think it is in order to keep their tribes pure.

62. There is, I presume, no sentiment of jealousy or dislike with the men to the women
going with the whites with their consent? On the contrary, the men carry on a regular
trade with them, and offer their own women and danghters to any one; they have been
offered even to some of my own brethren in the mission, knowing they were not married ; of
eourse they found the difference ; from this circumstance it has come under our special notice.
63. Does the number of males or females predominate in the tribes with which you are
aequainted 7 The males are the most numerous.

64. Have any of these males more than one woman as gins » There are  fow cases, but

very few,
65. To what do you attribute, if there be any caunse apparent to you, the greater number of
mlh—hveyumhnrddinfnliddemwg|hem,uf:luirpnd-i-;uhtthnhalf-
eastes ? [ have not.
66. Are you aware that it has been said to prevail in other parts of the Colony ! I am not.
67. Perbaps, never suspecting such a thing, you never tock steps to sscertain whether it was
the case or wot? Daring our resid st the station we knew whenever a woman was
likely to be confined and we never missed the child afterwards.
68. By Dr. Lang: Do you think infanticide could have prevailed generally among the
i the Moreton Bay district without your knowing the fact ? Not very well.
Chairman : | think vou said the tribes that were about you were emcsedingly
children, even of those who were not their own, or tp_whom they were mot imme-
. demmhndd of the population 0 amalgamat
any disposition on the the white labourin 0 e
"'u.nuufum.:T-r No;uuplin'{thuﬂly Ishnd, where the
crew, and the Roman Catholic Missionaries are stativned.
Lbomﬁgh-inﬁindlywhuﬂ-rdnﬁmwilhthﬂﬁllhnhmﬂ
friendly and partly hostile. :
he hostility permanent, or does it arise from time to time as frosh causes arise? It
arises from time to time aesording to the behaviour of the natives.
the motives that prompt the uatives to bostility # Nothing but their belly
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mumwww—ummm-ﬁh‘uhmumh@

of the ground and sheep and cattle.

4. destruction of property has been occasioned by aborigines ? Al some stations the ~wrm.

75. m.:-ﬂd’-::'::n.—d? Y thay have, although they
i y o8 2udi
hn'h-!dul’mdﬂn'---—ﬂhl.wh. the gardons, and taken
away whatever eould.

76. thmt:?*lh-.hﬁumdhw themselves— the four

tribes you have spoken of and the neighbouring tribes ! Sometimes are at war, some-

times at peace,

77. What brings about Mhﬁta-‘ch-nh—f Partly offences to each

other, and partly women being taken tribe to tribe without the consent of the parents or

relatives,

78. The women are stolen by force ? Yes, sometimes ; bat, of course, with the consent of

the women themselves.

79. Are their numbers affected by their hostilities? - Generally.

80, To what extent do you think? The extent is not very grest; there are, generally, &

fow saverely wounded, and perhaps one killed.

81. Are the fights frequent ? They were more frequent immediately afier our arrival than

latterly. 4

§2. What do you think has cansed that diminution? Perhaps they have been more divided

of late—more scattered about the different stations.

83. Has the presence of settlers and the suthorities st all restrained their hostility one

towards another ? In some cases perhaps.

84. Have you ever known them to obtain fire-arms for the purpose of sttacking one another ?

Never,

85. Wil be good enough to state sny facts relative to the aborigines that would assist

the C "v:l—iniu deavour to promote their welfare? That is the most difioult task

of the whole.

86. What conclasion have you arrived at, from your experience as to the possibility of doing

anything for them? They are not in want of faculties, but the grest dificulty is, how to

attract and how to keep them ; if they could be induced to remain at a certain place, in order

that labour could be bestowed wpon them in a regular mannes, they might be breaght to a

better way of living ; in short, their welfare might be promoted in many ways, if that difi-

culty eould be overcome. .

87. Can vou suggest any system or mode by which they might be attracted ; I presame you

have tried several and they have all failed? We bave tried so many that 1 do not know

what to propose ; all have failed.

88. Did you try the payment of wages? Yes, in the produce of the ground.

89. But not in money ? No, we had no money ourselves.

99, Sapposing, in the first instance, it might lead to an improper use of the money they

might earn, do you not think if they were induced to earn money, even though they spent is

in drink, that would be an improvement ? Farmerly there was 10 money current at Moreton
; it is only since the settlement has been opened that the aborigines have known the

value of money ; they know the difference in value of copper and silver.

91. How do they expond it 1 In buying bread, liquor, pipes and tobaseo,

92. Those are desires they wish to gratify ? Yes.

93. Yw¢ummuwu.wmwmmmamw

them? Yea

94. 1 would ask you then, as a matter of abstract opinion, whether you do not think, seeing

the failare of all the schemes that have been tried, it might be desirable to put money ai their

command, even with the foreknowledge that they would abuse it by spending it in drink ? I

am decidedly of opinion that should not be done.

95. Do you object to it as doing evil that good may come, looking at drinking as an ovil in

the abstract, or is it that you dread the abuse would take root and we shoald net be able to

correct and check the appetite after it had been formed? It would come to such an extent

that we should not be able 1o accomplish the object we intended to attain.

96. You think you would not be able, after you had made them drunkards, to make them

temperance people? Na.

97. Have you not observed that am inducement to great esertion, even among the lower

order of the whites, is the enjoyment of a debsuch 7 There is not the least doubt hat thas

is the case.

98. Do you not think the mind of s savage is, to soime extent, in the position of that of an

ignorant white person ! | dare say it is.

”.Hluyo-nndlthon'htofL' it to individual settlers to attach to themselves

individual blacks as well as they can, aod of giving the settler a premiuwm at the end of &

certain time, for as many blacks as he is able to bave been employed by him for any

given period ? There are o foew stations where the natives are more attached to the pettlers

than at others, and these have generally greater benefita natives who only

come now and then; they are generally rewarded according to the services

100. Then you have observed nt.h--hi.’u-vhil.mhn powarded the natives, they

have been induced to settle down? Not

101. The experiment at Moreton Bay | beliove failed, as similar experiments have failed

every where else 7 As far as it has come to our knowledge it has failed entirely.

102. To what canse i

{“m“t\.ﬂ”ﬂl‘d’ﬂ.m

03. How long were you there before the settlement was opened ? Ai-h-ﬂhm

years.
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and at longer
How many you engaged and at was the

“—hwuﬂhﬂiuh*&hﬂu ﬂuﬂ? 1 could pot

apeak abont but I at the of vive months made & report, I cal-

eulsted the number of sdults m—uuu—-&_muu.-u

found that we had had about eleven hundred adults, and nine ebildren, putting duwn

every day the number engaged, instructed, snd fed, whether the same or not,

108. Then the eleves hundred attendances of men, might be made by some fifty or sixty men ?

th.”-.

107, Can fix npon m mm-d—uwummh—o-ﬂu

habits ? m.uﬁums—m“mumm

108. How many do you think you.could number # Perhaps thirty or forty. g

109, Do you not think there are as many as that seattered among the differsut stations who
?Bohm}mmntdwt? Thare may be. Ngh itk
10. . Nicholson : Do you think it possible to communicate any bi
lr-wythntummf hmﬂmmﬁdduﬂmhn
111. Then you think it requires a succession uf generations to communicate anythivg like
habits of decided civilization ? Yes, expept they eould ba brought under the power of the

. By the Chairmon : Would you be kind enough to state to the Commitiee your opinion
upon the aptitude of their minds to mmed sny kind, such as mere
abatrsot notions of another world and of & Deity—you have said you do not consider them

wanting in capacity ; but I:—-n you are aware that differcnt races of wen bave shewn

different degrees of aptitmde ing 3 ?  There is no doubt that they

are the lowest in the scale of the human race, so faras they have come under my notice ; they

have o iden of & Divise the impressions which we sometimes thought wa bad made

upon them Their facnities, their wemaries, are, in some
: instances, very ,u:,“uan-"u to have no ing of things which they com-
lmwm—lmm'ﬂl igi

veligien. : : . P
113. Then Iconclude wou have sn impression that there is something wasting in tbeir

)mum this defect of understanding mpon the sbatract matiers you speak of 7

That is my opinion, or st any rate, it is slumbering so deeply, that nothing bus Divioe power

- can awsken it.

{ 114. Have you at all noticed whether they hiave any postry—any songs? They have songs

| which they use st their dances (corroboroes.) )

| 115. Do you know vhatare the subjects they turn wpon ? The commen affairs of life, they

‘ are sometimes simply the repetition of one and the same sentsnce. ) | he
116. Angwmamth—'-ﬂmuuds distance of a thousand miles in »
very short period—that they are taken from tribe to tribs? 1 am sware that any new cor-
robboree, as they eall their dances and songs, is communioated vary quickly from tribe

to tribe.
L’T\‘!’. By Dr. Nicholson : Do you know anything of the language of e satives? I am able
(10 converse with

| 118, By the Chairman : Docs esch of these four tribes speak the same lsnguage ?  Each
il' tribe has a different dinleet.

' 120. Do you find that the language spokenm by the tribss with whick you are soquainted
’,hltnﬂhiigohhm formation as that spoken by the tribes about the Humter's River ?
As far as the grammar goes, | am unsble to compare them, but with regard to the terms

name.
With regard to questions 86, 87, and 88, 1 hnwubﬂnhlhﬂ-uh:
Aﬂcwuﬁvﬂn‘uﬂnﬂq,h&.yml&‘ﬂ?’uﬂ iry of the Revw. Handt,
Missiovary to the Aborigines, and C i bthouthm"
Government Officers, whetber the Datives --wqmu-:ns.-qh
soil, -
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Replies to a Cirenlar

REFLIES TO A CIRCULAR LETTER FROM

Letter, addressed to the Benches of Magistrates, Commissioners of Crown

Lands, and other Gentlemen vesiding too remots from Sydney, to expeet the favor of
their personal attendance upon the Committes. !

No. 45-3. (Cmourar.) Sydney, Srd September, 1845.

G

g

the best means of

H:

b [

Ih;!hhwbmﬂ,ﬂu,uﬁllhpu,nwuﬁiﬂmmm.
ﬁmﬁnﬁmmmm& mm-ﬂ@mmhmdmam.

promoting with replies 1o the following queries, addressed 10

to
i
Chhmdhw.cmmﬂcm,mhmwﬂncﬁ of the Legislative

1 have the honot to be,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient humble Servant,
WM. MACPHERSON,
Cienx or e Lzcistamve Councit.

f—What i the probable mumber of Aborigioes in your disrict, distinguishing males,

females, and children ?
B,—Huthannmhudjminﬂuﬂuiwund.mdifn,wwhnm within the last five

3. Has the decrease been ameng the children or adults?

4.—To what causes do you attribute the decrease in your distriet ?

5.—What is their condition and means of subsistence 1

6.—Has their ordinary means of subsistence diminished, and if so, whl.pltofit.and
fmvhluuu;ifhbuinnnund.vhﬂplﬂ,ndfmwbummi

7.—Have blackets been issued to the Aborigives in your district heretofore, and for what
period ¥ What was the effect of giviog them? Has the iving of blankets ceased 7 when did it
cease ; and what has been the effect of its cessation 1 Would it be advisable to resume the dis-

tribution ?

&-—Hmthqhmalh'durrdudﬂoq:iulwﬂediulminu of need ; and
in what manner ; and, if allowed, at whose expease ?

9.—What proportion of them are either regularly or occasionally employed by the settlers,
and in what way? In what are they r ated 7

10.— What habits bave they bearing upon their aptitude for employment ?

II.—Aulhmny,andhovmny.'hlf-muinyowdil.rim‘i Are they living with or
after the manner of the Aborigines

li.—hduemydjqndtbnmthcplndme'mehhnﬁngpﬂpulﬂm,mmw
IilhlhAba'iginﬂ.wuhfmhmilm'!

13.—Are the Aborigines in friendly or hostile relations with the setilers in your district ; if
hﬂih,huhuhehﬂililyuhm,mdwhnmllmomblnuku place between the two races ;
'hhﬁdliﬁhuthuhun;nndin-hummwlmnukmplmmdlhdde?

lt—mmdMMMMJb}AWM'

15— What are

16.—Are their
extent ¥

e ations. bouile or otberwise, of the Aborigines smong themselves ia
pumbers divectly or indirectly affected by their hostilitiea, and to what

17.—1s infanticide known among them ¥
lS.—Wi]l,mhgmdmghmﬂ:my&dnahﬁutotbe Aborigines that would assist
the Committee in its endesvour to promote their welfare 1

mhm,muummmw.-hmummpm
&mhdmmvuﬂlhidmuh—thh country
“hnhaﬂ.udﬁnﬁd-hjuﬁbthuﬂhdpadﬂ have seen
them bring to eamp after s few hours hunting. i




17.—Infarticide is sid to be common among them. :

18.—The limited i I have as yet had an of forming with the
Aborigines in this district, me with no can, in my be serviceable to
the Committee in its endeavour to promote their My enquiries lead me to doubt whether

Legislative evactment can be eficacious in condition as a clsss ; individually
| much may be dove ; I may instance my own who bas been with me some years,
aod I find him more serviceable in every respect than a white man, and I believe, in this way only
can any permanent good be effected.

1.—With mnﬁ,ﬂ-&dlﬂhﬁm&hﬂ,m

1o estimate, owing to the diversity of opinions upon the subj

the most , aod I believe there are three bundred upon Stradbroke Island ; probably
2,3, & 4—I am not aware of any marked in their pumbers during the last

r:n.w‘ﬂhlhempﬁndlhmbm immediate vicinity of the settiement, amongst whom,

am informed, several die of native small pox, and of diseases brought oo by i

intemperance.
5.—If we may judge from the appearance of the patives generally, their coodition is not bad,

and they do not appear to be at & lom for the means of subsisience, which they procure by busting
ﬂmﬂ-»lﬂ-““’"ﬂ”"’-ﬂ?“""‘ T L

8.—Their ordinary means of have no doubt diminished in the item of kangarocs,
but they are fully compensated by the food they receive at most of the sations.

— Blank ;

were lly issued to the Aborigines when this was a penal sitlement,
and since that period a few have been given to them from the German mission ; the Commissioner
of Crown Lands issues a few sonally to those in his immediate neighbourhood, but they rarely

:m&nm,‘lm'thdﬂb? l:.pﬂ-dth“.lhylum&*lw:

9 & 10.—Nooe of the Aborigines are y employed by the settlers ; and but few occasion-
ally ; they always receive food for the work they perform. The habits of the natives are very much
against their for .Msm“dwﬂ,uM-ﬂb@
them from the bush. They are certainly sverse to bard work, and become excessively lasy and
indolent when well fed.

11.—There are few half-castes in this district, and those live with the Aborigines, who,
1 am told, frequently away with them.

12.—The white population do not shew any disposition to amalgamate with the Aborigines
%0 as W form families

although last the autacks upon were part of the settlers
been killed lhﬂl:h;lhn;hd i “‘:““

H— settler has experienced considerable property.

15 & 16.—The di tribes of blacks are mostly hostile lo each ather, they frequently meet
for the of but there aay los of life,

1s seldom
17~ am MMhm-r“”hﬂ-

10m3, that no inducements them nod 1 fear that
e v A ey it S e D
Mp:; boys are practising to throw (bt spest and bomerang, and look
forward




W

w Prom Stephen Simpeon, Esq., J.P., Commimioner of Crown Lands, Brisbane, Moreton Bay et

1.~The numbet of the of this distriet, incloding the ranges, is probably abou

S S i S e g e o e
8.~ Judging from the iribes I am sequainted with, T should sy (here is but little aheration

be a answer o paragtaph 3

4 Wi -
5,~—Their actual condition is that of ssvages who live by huntiag, fishing, and collecting
the matural dhnﬂ—m-ﬂ-l‘[ "
means of existence is the sume ; or, if they have lost anything by

: 6~
:!h:wh. oceupied by squatters, they are amply compenssted by what they

7.—lhbn-lt-hhhihuw&umlhmm,wlm
M:Hh&m;&’mwymbw them, but soon make away
with , ofien, no dogbt, for tobaces; blue serge shirts with & waisthaod would cost lew and
be more useful, v :

l—-l—utmlhtqllmlhuhtﬁdlqhﬂmin-

quired ; nu. instance has cccurred in m:
9.—A very small proportion of those least able to find their own food, are
ial offices the futs, for which they receive a little food.
good-natured, merry-making race, and they are in

It is almost imposible to & correct account of the pumbers of the Aborigines,
- - Jvﬁ-ﬁ-nﬂu&ﬂy-ﬂdﬂ“ﬁh
they would fly on first 0 them ; as far as [ can ascertmin, however, the fol-
brh;h&pﬂ-h, am aware the statement must be received with aution.

poon | v

- L "llhl-.

M| e M e |
250 | 1l t 16. | 1z " m

I | 8
been in thiw disrict a period of (wo yram and s balf §am umsbls to snswer
Prom the great fasilities the rivers and cossts afford them for fishy as an seticie
of food, the patives of this district have lem intercourse -with the wiite: resudent at the
different stations than is generally the case in the interior ; this however, of being a subject
for regret, is rather desirable, and 1 have rather discouraged the existence of great intimacy
between the black and white population on the following grounds ; that speaking, as
far
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The collisions between the different tribes are rarely, if ever, attended with los of life,

ukhunﬁﬁwmumm&“lhymhhrunﬂwm,mﬁ

any natives from a remote district,

Within the last three weeks there has been

2
:
1
i
H
H
:

both male and female ; to reclaim these from

3adyd

From William Nairn Gray, Esquire, J.P., Police Magistrate, Port Macquarie :—

seventy, vit., (wo hundred and ten men, dtlly-u,' W. N. Gray,

. P
—
s

$—

.—Diminished at Jeast ope-half during the last ten years.

children.
3. — Auiongst the adults,
L]

1.—About three bundred and

2

pighty
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From Colonel Kenneth Snodgrass, C. B., and Archibald Windeyer, Esq., J. P, for the
of Magistrates, Raymond Terrace :—

RREIER S
m m w mm mm mmm “ Mm 3 -
Pifmagidis b
{ 1]t Pif 1 3
m 2 mum 158 1 um -
3 18 m.w uumMﬂ § mh.w ; mm
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14.—None.

bat

15.—There is no bostility among the Aborigives in this district; but they sometimes,




snd boys, fourteen women, and three children. 1845,
2.—About ten years ago an epidemic of a variolous nature carried off about a half of
their y women and children—and during the last five years, they bave
been reduced from t -five to forty per cent.
3.—The has been among children and women. -
4.—To sexual intercourse with the whites at a very tender excessive venary, syphi-
lis, and ; the dimunition in births is most
5— actual condition is tolerable, and their means of subsistance
6.—Their means of subsistence has diminished, on sccount of the * brushes™

not be
- = I frequently the biscks
B.—As & medical man in the district, I have been to
for relief when Mhu‘hul.bu-ﬂdllldﬂlzpz.hhu
that | should be st all this but I never applied for remuneration.

expense,

9.—Thres or four of them are geverally in the employment of the settlers, as stockeepers
(assistant,) and receive slops and rations for such services.

10.—They are so very erratic in their habits, and slothful withal, that it is dificult te
say what employment is best adapted to their peculiar habits stockkeeping.

11— are three hali-caste children and ap in ;
children live with, and after the manner of the aborigines; the girl referred to resides with a -
family in the neighbourhood, and is very tractable, baving

12.—Not the slightest.

g
Ei
|
P
¥

y amicable.
16.—Affected ounly to & very slight extent, say two per cent. per annam.
17.—lﬁ-ku¢m:huitmrqmﬂmpﬁ!;.muﬂl- :
rally murdered—always I believe.

lbl—mmwwumi.mhlﬁdﬂhlbw'ﬁﬂ -
possibly assist the Committee in its lsudable endeavour to promote their -

E. M. M'KINLAY, J. P.

The above snswers to the coincide with my opinion fully, except that of the
lﬁq—,:ﬁ,“nmﬁﬂ#imhm&lhw
have been cattle on the G , sod that they for the same,

m"-lhub-
oocasionally, for pﬁlenq' the last fifleen ; since B
in this district, on one cocasion, | saw a black named mhw of
mfawhﬂhuwmhﬂdhmm m‘g.

¥s

C. L. BROWN, J. P,

From Joseph Docker, Esq., J.P., Scone, for the Bench of Magistrates :—

Beach of
1.—There are between and mhﬁm;ﬂhnﬂiﬁ-
by 2.—!!&-* -~ v&:’: probably to the amount
to & great extent wi ten years, L
of & hundred souls, 1845,




the

some years, bat

a fow instances of women living with white men for

ﬁ-'
ﬂhm-‘wyj-hﬂlub permanent connexions and pun!ly_hkt

away,

dilie

nstance, in

Mlhiz
the

to this man

relations ; there have been mo collisions.
been in one i
hom she had

bas arisen has
& shepherd

ﬂnuﬂn.vhi

with w

13.—In friendly

uy

ving ; the other

the head, but is still 1

15.— Friendly, there have beenonly two collisions within the last ten years, in ane of which
a tribe from a reighbouring distriet surprised one of the tribes in this district. The casualties
5.—Their condition is wretched in the extreme, in
doned their original habits in the bush ; their present mesns of

14.—Nooe whatever.
2. -The

8,

From James Heory Crummer, Esq., J. P., for the Bench of Magistrates, Newcastle :—
oold season, and the effects of constant intoxicstion.

were one death irom a spear wound through the body, s broken leg from the blow of & boom-
erang, and a woman recsived & musket shot through
was a casual recontre in which a fow were wounded,

38, viz., males 21,

i)

lets,




dumtnot |

principally females) five amony, 2ad after the manner of AT

12 There ars no imstances in this district of wsies between the labeuring class and the
jenale 50 a8 to ferm families, bat the white mon of that ciass are in the constent
peactioe of iting with these women, and thers appesss 1o be no repugmanse- to such as-

13.——The Aborigines in this district are of quiet aad peacesble habute; no eellisions of
2 senous nature have taken for many yeam.

14.-—No destruction of property by the Aberigines has been of.

15.—The meighbeuring tribes seem to live iw perfect harmeny ensh other.
a2 16.—Batfow casmities, duriag 3 series of years, bave coqumred from hosiilities between

tribes.

17— Infanticide has not been directly diseovesed : reparts of such & pesctios, shiefly on
the half-casts mades, are in crenlamon, but positive procts awe wasting e establish ths

&—bﬂdhh“uhﬁ?*ﬁh—
ﬁ—dhl:.l..!‘. -ann.:;;' -’:-h-:ul, ‘ thare are
many yeass im existencs, ciren mata noed, nugntary ; i
no instances of any of either sexes having been induced to adopt the of giviliced life,
and it is to be feared that every attempt W indace them to shandon d-ﬂ-l-hd_]
life and become domestieated would prove umpracticable ;. alike inevesidarate s the binds of
the air and the bessts of the field, they have no thought of what to-merrow s te y |
from their nomad hsbita, are impatient of eontrol, and disinelined te sestlod habits.

From David Duslop, Esg,, & P., Wollombi.

—

1.—The abongines of the Wollombi and Macdonald River distriot are ssvanty-thresin p.
namber, divided into theee wibes. Township of Wallombi m% lq,.l.’.
i 1y e b i
the Macdonald River tribe, range from the Cole o Femey. Of the firs theve
Gfty-five, is blind from old age; one maa born deaf and e is lame.

thrty-five, and twenty-five H about alevea old ; no childess.,.
o the statoment of ane of -I::II:ﬁb-hﬂ hh:—:.#iﬁ-

2.—The number has decreased ; although many children have been bem, they ssidem
3.—Within the last five the deaths of aduits in the Wollombi tribe are as follows:—
Ose very fine maa tell from a teee, and died oo

sloder.
from the Beishane Water tribe. There was moeh sml wme —_
friendly terma.

Hﬁhﬂl“dh}.“ﬁ—d death could ot be ascertained.

3 |
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THE WMIBCT COMMITTER ON THE ABGRIGINES.
Tt
seen
rejeot the
u.vlq.l
oy =
‘whea there
and ‘.
mt ﬂ-
days of
od by the
pious teacher
already our
thoss who
wilderness, and
snd by
h.“‘hﬂ
g gy
L
shirts,
stolen cattle,

il

125 z ili% ,mmai

Bench of Ma-

by

y (especially the elder ones) from the want of

in the winter ; the re-issue of blankets would be advisable,

vantageous to them, particularly to the old people.
rations for their labour ; they are, cccasionally,

sometimes as messongers, and at times
T iy g

for which they general

proverbially too unsettled to admit of their contenting themselves

""'1‘1‘.’_'?: o o

they are not genenally or regularly

of the district has been furnished with medicines for their use by
always supplied them whea required; they have wot had either

rm-&.mawabme'mwnz..
1.—There are about forty-seven of the Aborigines s this district; comprising twenty- Trmees

seven male and thirteen fomale adults; four male and three-female childres,

lnh-m in the district, two of which are adult females and are
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32 AEPLIES TO A CIRQULAW LETTER FROM

From Gilbert Bliott, Esquire, Police Magisteate, for the Beneh of Magistrates, Parmmatis :—

vi ¥ n Sy ‘ .
From enquiry wa find that the last of tha aberigines of thia distriet died three ar four
p;*ubuhl‘od-of the aborigines from other districts oconsiomally come into

Boseh' of

A~
1845,

JBeochof  From Robert Fagersh, Requie, J. P for the Boach of Magistraten 3¢ Windaor :—
1.~ The probable number of aborigines sow in this distriet sixty-five, wiz.:—

1845,
$ Women
16 Children.

63

. 9.—The number has greatly diminished within the last ten years; the vumber in 1835
‘was one hundred and six, vis, '— e

23 Women
13 Children.

106
3.—The decrease has been ameong the adults:
4.—The decrease is suppesed to be cecasioned by their removal to other distsiets, and
having so few children.
5.—Tha aborigines in this district are more naturalised of late years; their means of
subsistence is derived from animals in the bush, and selfing honey, currants, &e., to the white

6.— Their ordinary means of subsistence does not appear to have either increased or

7.—Blankets hawe been issued to the aborigines from the year 1832 to 1843 ; they
generally sold them for liquor ; the givisg blankets ceased in the year 1843 ; the effect of its
cessation is unknown ; the answers to the foregeing quaries will give the required information.
8.—No application for medical treatmant has been wade in this district. . -

1 Womwan and
2 Children ;
they reside with a white man, who cultivates land for a subsistence.
12,—There does not appear to be amy disposition on the part of the white laboring
population to amalgamate with the aborigises, or to form families.
13.— The aborigines are friendly with the settlers, no hostility bas arisen, or collisions
taken in the district.
14.—No destruction of property has been caused by the aborigives in this district.

15.~The i in this district appear to be umong themseltves.
16.—[A by No. 15.]
17— is supposed to be unknown among the aborigines in this district.

18.—We are not. nt present in possession of any facts, except those above stated, res-
pecting the present condition of the aborigines, which would further assist the Committee in
their enquiries.

(Magistrates From Jemes Thomas Morvisset, Esq, Police Magi o, George Rapken, Esq,, David
v Maxwell Irving, William Lawsen, Jusior, and James Byrue Richards, Esq.,
r-;‘;: Magistrates of the of Bathurst. %

1.—About ‘one hundred and fifty, sexes equal, in the Police Districl.
9,__The number has diminished within the last two years we think full thirty per cent.

3.—Both.
4.— From natural canses and their wass.
5.—In the nei of settlers they are well fed; wheop at a distance
from located parts subsist upon their usoal food wild animals, fisb, &e.
are decreased, but this is mowe then

o —— e e S — — _-z-_e——J
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0.—A few are employed as mates to bullock drivers, shesp and others
11— Thers are a fow half-castes living with and after tha masnae of the Abor s
; are a living the manner Iir.

.—None to settle ' but the white population of the

extent.
lﬂ.—ﬁ::-ﬂhdnm.
17.~—It formerly did, but we bave not heard of any recent instances of infanticide.

18.—Bdocate them.
(Swrgeon's Certificate reforved to).
The Aborigines bave never been refused Hospital or Medical
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and Jones. Al my own residence I have also frequently dressed
medicines at my own expense, both when they have applied themselves,
been sent by others.

1
i
§

From James Chisholm, Esq., J. P., for the Bench of Magistrates, Campbelitown :—

For the last five to ten years they have been gradaally decreasing, from the
of about fifteen to twenty, until none can be mid to belong to
Their death may be attributed to nataral causes.
have ceased to be sent for the last three years, nor was there
them as far as this distriet is concerned.

!
glg
TE)
i
:}sﬁg

necessity

From Matthew MAlister, Esq., J. P., for the Bench of Magistrates, Picton :—

Male, | Female. | Male. | Female. | Male, | Female. | Male. | Female.

|
n 28 5 1 1 1 3 6 67 .

2.— Dimivished about five per cent.

3.—Among both.
4.—Bad living ; on the damp earth ; dissipation, and consumption.
5.~ Very mi ; food, principally opossums, and what they beg from the white in-

babitants.
6.— Decreased, from the increased occupation of their bunting grounds. &
7.—Eluhnhuhu’—ldu-ﬂd’th-_3:l 1

been acceded to them for many years, at looked right. The effect
ibemﬂu-h‘;-hhuh-ht: Jd.-.h.ﬂh-y“-
able to resume the distribution of blankets, and of & quality than have been in the
habit of receiving ;

B— have or never asked, or reccived any hospital or medical treatment.
One of the is & Carvadgss or dostor, g

9 —A few occasionally and pull and husk maise, for which they are paid in pro-
'u-l.,mdldu- —h-“ -‘“mhh

are proverbially indolent, very 'hr whites.

11.—Owe man, one womas, sad nine children, all living 304 after the maner of

the
1 12—
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REPLIES TO A CIRCULAR LETTER FROM

years. From infor-

present about furty blacks in the Berrima tribe, vis., about twenty

From Samuel North, Esq., J. P., for the Bench of Magistrates, Berrima ;=
fiftéen women, and five children,

2.—The number has decreased about one-third within the last five
mation we aré enabled to arrive i, we are induced to believe, that the tribe did not exceed

1.,—There are at

—_— lauhof:
rima. Slen,

wﬁ mmr

amongst them during the last four vears, arising out

, ten years since.
part; nor is there any fund for paying for medical treatment for them, should they

hospital in this distriet ; thers has been no demand for assistance (medically)

number,
Both.

e+

6.—No alteration in their means of subsistence.

7=

L—Rn-ﬂummummddhm

5.—The same as
16.—There have been three deaths

15.—Friendly,

e,
1846,

mmhm%“**_u Mmm
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8, 4, 5, & 6.—There are vo
which in
and

humnphy.lq...l.r for the Boneh of Magistrates, Bungonia :—
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from other
died from

o of all ages and sexes, belonging to the Besch of Ma- _
equal proportions among the children and adults.
may be attributed to viclent deaths H-dbylht-
, from disputes among themselves; a gresi proportion n’d_,

yoars, they have diminished at least ooe-third—and very con-

years.

8.—The decrease has been i

From Francis MeArthur, Esquire, J.P., for the Begeh of Magistrates, Goulburn : —
m-mmm i o

4.—The causes

2,—Within the last ten
tribes ;

siderably within the last five
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15— live among themselves, in their ewn distriet.
18.—No ities ever ocour among themse!ves, but in quarrels with other tribes many

18.—The proprietors generally are muw them, but find it impessible W
retain them for more than two or three da censequently, we eanuotl
mu-—ummmuz Mh.mﬁl m‘m

gmes ; evary exertion having boen made by the propisters st large, ta maks them wseful, but
without success.

T—

From George James Maodonald, h;i:,mih!ﬂh the distriet,

L—mmhdmﬂvuhncmbhhwhﬁﬂ.lh—
hundred men, women, and ; but from their wandering, disunited, snd unsettied ' qu. i:
habits, it is impossible to estimate the propartions of esch with any spproximasien te the " .
truth, 1845,

-

3.—The decrease has been both among adults and children. .
4.—1I attribute this decrease, in some measure, to an extension of disease generated by

the ; and their means of sabsistonce principally avimals of the
6 ordinary means of subsistence must have digvinished o & axteal
the introduction of five hundred thousand sheep into the original bunting of the dis-
triet, has nearly driven the kangarco, on which the natives formerly lyond i
7.—An annual issue of blankets, and hﬂ.hiﬂ? the govern-
mgut ; the effect of this distribution hax been beneficial, aad it that it

e

B . T
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J.P.

9.—A fow natives in the ' ‘ ,and in vari
2, ‘:WMMMwa various
mm .

10.—Their habits, like those of the nomadic tribes generally, unfit them for stesdy and

llpm‘mhthhlbm-,'nﬂ&:mdm with Europeans.
12.— There is no’ disposition whatever on the part population to amalgamate
with the aborigines, so as to form families. it

13.—The aborigines have been for the last three years in friendly relation with the
Qﬁwhﬁm; but previously shepherds were frequently treacherously murdered

li—ﬁnﬂhﬁdi?mﬁmlydﬁmoﬂmdwwthﬂuh,u
well as a considerable number '

15. The aboriginal tribes are at foud with each other,

18,—There numbers are not directly by their hostilities.

17.—Infanticide in common among the tribes; the victims being half-castes, and their
e does I”nﬂ' that there eh of effecting general

18—1It not to me, is mueh hope ing any im-

in the moral or social condition of so seattered, disunited, and indalent a people

From Francis Flanagan, Esq., J. P., Broulee :—

1.-’1\.-;;..& jou of the aborigines in this district is as follows :— About
two hundred and Sfty; one h and sixty sixty fomales, and thirty children.
2.— Diminished about fifty per cent.

3.—Few children are now reared, and many adults have died lately.

4.—Cutaneous and venereal diseases principally.

5.—Those who choose to work can obtain plenty of food and clothing, and they seldom
have of necessity to depend upon fishing or hunting for subsistence,

6.— bave diminished, but most of the natives in this district depend more
upon the sea the bush for food.
7.—Blankets have been ly issued since 1837, till last year. None have been

given during the last winter, in consequence many of the old mdinlrmhve‘nrhbod
usual

wmim,dmm;ummtmhuwmwb.Mu

time, they did mot even provide themselves with m cldaks, But wo would recom-
mend the issue of a sufficient number of blankets for e old and infirm ; in fact, the supplies
hitherto rendered, (twemty-five pair,) were only sufficient for such, and distributed sccord-

-Oa—Ahutmyunhd.svhhmnhnmm was raging amongst them, snd
;c-mm in this neighbourhood provided them with medicines at his own expense,
= . e .

npplywth.vhhomuthm'bdmmmmﬁgbtﬁrabﬂiq.
9.—Both males and fomales are employed by the settlers in gathering the maize and
A bave commonly been remunerated in
provisions, clothes, tea, sugar, tobacco, &o., but many of them now insist npon being paid in

fancy seizes them, and always go off without

the
11.—There may be about a dozen half castes in the district, all . gene-
rally ar when they reach the age of puberty, dnd are lnppandu,m:::!by&c
other with whom, however, they generally live.
u_s-;u.mmmnmﬁammm is only one instanes of a family
continuing to together
13.—All on friendly terms.
. &:-s—.h-munmmudmm»m are occasionally committed
¥
. 15.—They frequently fight amongst themselves, upon which occassions, the whites,
nhn‘lldl'ummm
8.—Few are killed in those encounters.
17.—Very common, and in cases of twins, one is always saerificed.
18.—The only means of benefitting them is to allow apd medicines in cases of
sickness and infirmity, ‘the strong and healthy can always obtasin plenty of food and
clothing, slthough place.

I
2
E
:
:
i

£
ie
]
{
g




s m: m_:@m__:
umh 23 : hM. 3

m ..m“m.t nw__h_* Fm“ﬂ“m : 3 h. m .—&mmmmumm“w
JM-L iR m _mm“ & :- m_...h Tr

1 o1 _»ﬂ i *M_:TL

§idE it il mi 1R m mm it Lﬂwmm m_._“,__ LT m.ht“ﬁ_

3 mu ..m T {1 Aﬁm _w nm.ﬂn mzm:mmumh_x:m—_mﬂ _.wm

{3 Ho 1 paly R i HRED

m i f ﬁ% | dlal w_wﬁ il “m__ﬂ_.__,mm“ i

1R i ai.. : T‘ 1) TR “ Tiit EH .“.m,.m”_.

__ W_ML S mm““mmmmwmmwﬂ i mw.mhmﬁé w_mﬁ,_.__mumm

| u_wmm it | Hidlietinn AHHHE w_mﬁﬁ,% st

- 8 % m sx83 3 mu.m.-... mmkw: m 3

M ﬂmm.—.mm_-.ﬁ.. .—uﬂdmw.—“ww ‘mm.m.mw“w m M W mme m ﬂMH.—W ..W._Mh.“ N wu

I B

L m? il

I h :.m




E. B. Addis,
Easq, J.P.
P
1545.

and the cattle were récovered ; one m-mu.“.muﬁ
an attack

From John Lambis, Esq,, J. P., Commisioner of Crown Lands for the district of Maneroo :—

1.—The probable number of the aborigines in this distriet, is about six hundred and
; namely, adult males, three hundred and eleven; adult females, one hundred
and minety-nine; and mals and female children, say under twelve years of age, one humdred

and sevent
2.—The number has, during the last five years, diminished ten per cent.
3.—The decrease has 3 been in aduits.

14.—The' destruction of ocensioned by the aborigines, is cattle sometimes
speared, but the loss has been but

15.—The relation among the of the district is not unfriendly.

16.—The numbers directly or affected by their hostilities are not great.
Oconsionally hostile tribes come from the counties, and their collisions were, on
two ocoasions, attended with fatal results. In the instance two were killed, and in the
Jast, one.

17.—Infanticide among the aborigines is not known in this distriet.

18.—

From Edward Brows Addis, Eaq., J. P., Commissioner of Crown Lands for the County of
Graat, Port Phillip

_—

L—1In the Cousty of Girant thare are abeut two hundred aborigines of the Barrabool sad |
&hﬂqihlwﬂmhﬂuhﬂﬂhﬂmﬂhh’/
’F
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2.—Within the last five years the number has considerably diminished ; l‘mdﬂ.l. B. Addis,
u-mm.mwmwm.bulmmhmm Esq, JP.

3.—Chiefly among the adulis.

4.—From the consequences intercourse with the white and
lhcl-(od’lvﬁ -lhth of getting animal food repdering more liable
5. —8dill their wandering habits, living in the vicinity of towns or near sta-

mﬂw the coatributions of settlers aod others.
6. means mummummﬂqa
by the above-named contributions to their wants.

7.~—None have been issued, with the of, 1 believe, some at the mission station ;
hanhnhqpldwh settlers and residents of the towns; they
appear to prize the blanket almost equally with their native rug, being, however, careless of

them in the summer season.

8.—There is no Hospital in the distriet; but the medical gentlemen have occasionally
treatod them gratuitously.

9.—It is difficult to confine them to any settled employment ; but cccasionally they are
ﬁhuhwhﬂh._ﬂuy.h-“‘q:“umm.

10,—Their wants being few, they are naturally

11.—I am not aware of their being any half-castes in the distriet.

12.— None.

13.— The sborigines are in friendly relations with the settlers in this distriet ; there has
only been oue life lost by a European for several years, and that by an incursion made by a
wild tribe from Cape Otway murdering & boy who was shepberding.

consideration.

14.—None worth
15.—The tribes of the district are tolerably well disposed, but they have occasionally
revenged themselves upon Aborigines of distant tribes the distriet.

l&.-—{onnd.lbd:ll.bdlhﬂllxdy“by hostilities.
17.—1 am informed it does prevail, not to any extent.
lsphympumw'&l!hﬁ locality
would, in my opinion, be unavailing. A fund for the issuing of blankets to them in the
winter season, and certain medical treatment in cases of

1 fear but little good has beem done by the Proteotors; certainly net more than
would have been effected by the Magistracy and well disposed settlers,

FmHm,WﬂaonHutn‘:.m tln,K.q., PCMIOva“Mfw

Etet]

1845,

Murray
1.—1 bave ascertained the exact number of men, women, and children in the tribe at the H. W. H.
which

crossing place on the River Goulburn,
mu,lﬁgﬁu.mhn‘lmmdhy.muhmhmmm-—r&ﬁu
proportions of the sexes; | estimate that there are in the Murrsy district, men seventy-five
women sixty, boys thirty-five, girls thirty, total two hundred and ten.

2,—1I conceive they have decreased ; they are coustamtly murdering each other ; if an
mditldn.llcflmbedw.bomwlmtormﬂﬂumdh-d-thyln.mher

from a neighbouring tribe is sacrificed. 1 have seen many die from natural causes, and
although not the slightest mark of viclence was to be seen on the body, the friends of the
deceased have immediately asserted that the * wild black fellows had killed him." Their
custom in such case is to observe the direction taken by any insect near the body, and in that
direction they seek for vengeance on the imaginary murderer, in which ohject they seldom
fail. The squatter on first pushing out into the unexplored bush, had to defend his life and

y from the aborigines, and some lives have been lost in this way. I am, however,
wwhuﬂu-ypwwmﬁlmnoeﬂt]fwm:gmvﬂmhythm

the aborigines, is almost done away with in this district ; the ool
it where danger may hwhuhwd&oﬁulhnmm urray ; bus
this winter thoagh I have stationed a party of police there for protection, they bave not seen
a necessity for acting.

3.—1 should say principally among the adults.

4.—This is chiefly answered in the nﬂymmﬂa?bn:nnddnuuvh&n
therein stated, I may say they are frequently guilty of infanticide,

5—’l'beuillummnnblyhly,nd’m give up their old habits of roviag about ;
I consider that any plan for their rodemption from their pressnt abject state would be un-

subsist princi

"ﬂlu,.ymﬂr‘ﬂﬂ' -uh:-t. -mﬁu
nllynodnfod,dothnq.ulhhau,dthhﬂn 5
10.—Indolence and a propensity to roam about from place to place,
L . 1l —

is as follows ; men fifteen, women l.“l“-b!."!“' Esq,

'I&lb.
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H.

w. H. 11L.—1I know of noue living ; several bave beem borm, but they have imvariably dis-
Smythe, Esq. appeared.
“’ 12.~1 think none,

l&w 13.—The intercourse between the settler and the Aborigine is becoming daily more
trhndl;.nny'huﬁity which may have arisen, has generally been ocpasioned by the latter
attempting to appropriate to themselves the squatter’s cattle or sheep, which he, of course,
defiended. Since I have been in this district, a eollision took place between them
dl’bhoenndu-y-mﬂ.wh-.llﬂmlhuhm,m the
Aborigines ; it occurred as &Hou‘—:mtyhdbuh_i of the murderers of
of Mr. Thomas™Wills' in to which crime, they  were accused of daily
m:lugtlu live stoek of W. and E. Howe, and Mr. Lewis, on the Murray, besides

ening the lives of all who resisted them ; woder the circumstances, it becsme my duty
to apprehend the leaders of these outrages; msmhldu-ﬁgmddmﬁiﬁq
in my endeavour, I succeeded in finding their encampment in ;
vatives immediately resorted to their spears, and the Police to their arms, when the lives
above mentioned were lost; a detailed account of this occurrence was forwarded to His
Honor the Superintendent of Port Philllp. I knowof no other loss of life in hostile en-
counters between the Aborigines and Earopeans, since I have held office in this distriet as
Crown Commissioner,

14.—A reply to this query, if correetly given, would exocite surprise ; | am unable to do
so faithfully ; the amount of live stock destroyed during the last five or six years must have
been very great; at the present time, settlers do not, in wmost instances, consider it worth
while to report the killing of a bullogk, provided that be the extent of the robbery; they have,
on the contrary, many of them, expressed their willingness to submit to this species of “ black
mail,” trusting to time to remedy the evil.

15.—The different tribes bave always a fend open.
uonnllls_lm are few deaths oocasioned by ﬁ.ﬁ;hu.‘ they murder each other ooca-

17 ~— Infanticide iy common among them.

18.—The comfort of the tribes, in certain situations, might be greatly inereased by the
distribution of blankets, and an allowance of food during the severity of the winter months ;
on the low marshy baoks of the Murray for instance, where their principal food is fish, which
they are then unable to obtain, and henoe they are at this season of the year always most
troublesome to the settler ; many might be relieved from disease by medical nid, to give which
would require a doctor to visit the various tribes from time to time. The younger Aborigines
have, in most cases, acquired a good knowledge of our language; sufficiently so to enabl
them to receive instruction, were such a project meditated.

The hostile fecling which always exists between the different tribes, has, I conceive,
rendered the benefits, which otherwise might bave been derived from the Protectorate
Station, comparatively limited ; fow of the Aborigines, if any, would venture to approach the
station, who were not in mwnyornth«um with the tribe near which that station
was situated, but, as I have before stated, many have no doubt been relieved from disease
and bodily suffering, by the advice and medicine there obtained.

From Frederick Almond Powlett, Esq., J. P., Commis ioner of Crown Lands for the Western
Port Distriet, Port Phillip,

F. A. Powlett, 1.—I am unable to form any opinion that may be depended on, but should think that
Esq., J.P. one thousand is about the namber of natives in theWm Port Distriet, from the source of |
~+wm the Goulburn to its junction with the Murray, from thence down the Murray to Swan Hill,
1845.  south of Mount Cole—the source of the Werrabes River, Port Phillip Bay, and Sea Coast
to Anderson’s Inlet ; male adults three hundred and fifty, female two l:u and fifty ; male,

children two hundred and fifty, fomale one hundred and fifty.

2, 3, & 4.—The Protectors of Aborigines aq‘h to be able to give authentic information.

5,— Their condition and of subsist ds much on the country they inhabit,
its distance from Melbourne, its Rivers, and the number of stations where provisions are
given them ; those natives within eighty or one hundred miles of Melbourne, frequently
visit the mtn.much to the annoyance of the inhabitants, where they appear to get an ample
supply of food, and oceasionally, | am sorry to say, spirits ; the distant tribes in the Mallay
country, north of the Pyreaeces, the lower Lodden, and the Boga natives, live chiefly by
hunting and fishing, occasionally visiting the stations, where they are supplied with food in
payment for stripping bark, or making themselves nseful in any other way.

6.— Their ordinary means of subsistence has diminished in the open located of the
district, as game generally leaves the country where stock is depastured, and the sheep by
clipping the grass make it more difficult to the yams ; but the natives on the banks
of rivers like the Goulburn and Murray have much the same means of subsistence as formerly ;
new tastes and wants have been oreated, and they prefer bread, potatoes, and mutten, to
yams, and opossums.

T Protectors of Aborigines will be sble to answer this guery, but I believe blankets
have been issued at the Protectors’ stations, and I think it advisable that the jsswe should
be continaed to the aged and infirm, and to the young men and women for any labour they

8.—Medical treatment is afforded at the Protectorate establishments, at the expense of

the department.
9.—Very fow are regularly employed by the settlers in my distriot, fifieen or
twenty as shephords or stockmen, for which they are remunerated by su of rations and

clathing ;
. ~
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clothing; ot the shearing season maxy amsist in ‘washing theap for & fow & —— '
“;MW‘M&:!!&Y“-:,“E;MF: rtl,.

lm—hﬁhhnnwwhﬁ-m for policemen, guides, or " o

12.— None whatever.

13.—The Aborigines are, y speaking, in friendly relations with the settlers in
my distriet ; hostilities arise from the natives eattle, or driving away sheop,
and I believe, in some cases, hu-hqnnhurh‘ native

to fire.
14.—During the last five years, I do not believe that mere than one hundred cattle
and five hundred sheep had been destroyed by the ines in my distriet.

~
1.—In this most extensive district, snd passing through it twice yearly, as Commissioner ¥ Frass,
(del‘lﬁ,lmmﬂnthanmbc of natives does Dot exceed three thoussnd. 1do 3+ 7P
not think there is s proportionate number of children among them. 845,
2.—On my arnival at Geelong, (having been appointed by His Excellency Sir Richard
lﬂlrk_e,-b!’olinm;iunu.) His Excelloncy sent s number of presents, elothing, blankets,

the assistance of a man named Buckley, who was thirty-three vears amongst them, we col-
lected two hundred and ninoty-three, which included nearly all the tribes within fifty
On this oocasion | asked Buckley if many were absent? He said po; the blankets and
clothing had brought all. I said the namber appeared small, when he replied :—* On this
“ geound I bave met five hundred, and sometimes seven hundred natives ; since my arrival,
“ upwards of thirty-three years since, the aborigines have decroased ;” but he could not give
any reason for their decrease, and appeared disinclined to afford any information. _i
3.—Tho decrease has been both among children and adults. The children are ofien
murdered (killed and eaten,) in satisfaction for revenge against their tribe, The adults are
always ready to commit murder, and are in constant riot and dispute; ove native will murder
another to get his gin ; this causes the loss of many lives, and has been carried on for years,
and | will be continued until all are exterminated.
myu'hzlhnw;mny lives are also lost by their agressions and

:

::lllr o the district. [ feel that no man can tacitly submit to the destruction of
is flocks, their being carried off by & wandering race of savages,

5.~1 beliove the natives possess all thoy ever did in this part of New South Wiles, ex-
eepting the myrnong root. In the forest one native, in one hour, can supply bimself with his
mataral food for days. Their actual state to all sppearance, is extreme misery and
tion, in which they appear more happy and contented, than in any other way in life.

6.—I ponsider their means have very slightly diminished, and ouly in the myrnong root,
at sheep stations,

7.—1I have not known of any issne of blankets to the natives, excepting those sent by
Sir Richard Bourke in 1837. I have found them in pieces through the district, Jeft in old
mism miamis, or huts. The effect of giving them blankets or rugs, for & day or so, is useless;
if the native keeps it for & day or two, and then goes into the bush with it, be has a good
chance of being assassinated by another for the blanket—and ﬁ:n lomg 85
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ARFLIES TO A CIRCULAR LETTER FROM
\-_‘_\

9,—On my arrival here in 1837, 1 found scarcely an establishment in this neighbonrhood |
t natives being employed thereon; many of them doing extremely well, and found
useful ; some acting as and others in domestic uses ; for these services they were
well fed and clothed, and well treated, and mﬂymhn‘y&n the Europeans
on the establishments. Immediately on the app of the Protectors, and Missionary
, the natives left these employments; and I can bave no hesitation in stating my
opinion and firm conviction, that from the arrival of these parties, the aborigines in this district
have declined any employment ; lost sight of endeavouring to do any good for the eommunity ; _}
wandering and pilfering through the country. Mmbnhv-ﬂnyﬁnmu,<
and they seldom remain long ; this will ever be the case, until some system is adopted to
benefit tm, by encouraging them to remain on their natural
lO.—MhHllmuﬂfwMudlﬂhﬂ. they are able enough for any work, but
hawe no inclination,
11.—Half-castes lm heard of in this country. I should not think any European
could brutalize himself so much.
12,—1 should think not.
18.—The settlers, (that is previous to the Protectors and Missionary gentlemen residing
here,) were always glad to have natives with them, but of late years they have not wished to
have them, as gemerally on such visits, the settler is sure to lose tenm, twenty, fifty, or one
and considers himself fortunate, if he has not a flock of six or seven handred
left with their legs broken ; s number of collisions have taken place, and lives have been lost—
both Europeans and natives have suffered; these collisions have been caused chiefly by the natives
driving away the settler's sheep, perhaps after murdering the person in charge.
14.—In sheep very great destruction.
15,—Very hostile, constantly killing each other, by extracting the kidney fat, which I
is considered a luxury. | can give s late instance of the moral improvement of
of . A native boy left the Elepbant Hill, attending a dray to Geelong
for ; the driver of the dray had orders to get the boy anything he wished for ; he pro-
vided him with a shirt, hat, trowsers, and other things ; this poor lad left with the dray to go
on as far as the Ford, about three miles; a party of the domesticated christian patives of the
place, daring the dusk of the evening, seized the poor boy, cut his side o agn. and cut his kid-
n out, opened Major Mercer's well and threw the body into it, (133 feet deep ;) on the
nngdaythdrqmn&aud bags of flour to the Geelong natives for the boy; the chief
oouubhl&cthhfonndwtvhu'lhah was ; the man was also told by some gins where
the body was; he reported this to me; the bodymtlkennpndimpecudhyl)r. Clerke.
16.—1 should think to a grest extent, and will in some fow years become extidot.
17.—1 am convineed it is & common joo ; in 1838 a child was killed close to my
hut, on the opposite side of the Marrabool River, by a native man taking the child by the legs
and dashing the head against & gum tree ; | saw the tree with the hair and contents of the
skull on it, only & few bours after the ocourrence.
18.—1It is my firm conviction the only plan to serve the aborigines, and one | have for
years contemplated ; thuemmyrnpwublomtlenmmdmmthudmnﬂ.m
good moral principles, wishing and willing to serve the natives, many do so at their cost, by
sending food to a distance to prevent their coming to their places. I submissively state, for
the information of the Council, that the expense of sustaining and feeding the very small
native population in this district would not be much ; at the same time it would operate well,
as to the industry and habits of the natives, making them useful members of our community.
lbogtonutelhnnthemtumlhountummdmnglhmughm&unu few remain
at Mount Rouse, and very few at the Govern tion under Messrs Tuckfield
and Hirst, I believe only on passing visits ; in my opinion the grest object is to k ﬂw
natives in the country, and their tribes as distant and separate as possible. The plan
pmhnwﬂomwmmmdmm&odmtnw&-n*dmm
in the tribes about ; let these gentlemen draw a sufficiency of second flour to be distri-
buted to the neighbouring gentlemen setilers, for them to issue as rations to the natives who
remain on their runs, and to those only who merit it; by this means the remaining different
tribes would frequent their own ground, and become useful, and well-behaved to the settlers,
I feel assured ths plan would succeed, and in less than two years many of these useless and
helpless persons would become most valuablo to the community.
not consider that the slightest good bas been effected by the appointment of the
Protectors ; bat, in m yopuuon.l.njug to & great extent, as I have before stated. Previous
i to the forming of the missionary establishment, the natives were inglined
to work on establishments in the distriet ; on théir arrival the natives left such employments ;
at the present time I consider the natives place more relianco on the bounty of settlers than
on any others, and receive more protection from them.
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From Charles James Tyers, Esq., J. P., Commissioner of Crown Lands, Port Phillip:—

L—It is at impossible to ascertain the number of aborigines in Gipps’ Land,
owing to the olth.rhlnu.l.dmgdiﬂbmh&upﬂd’dﬂn-qd-ut

n-,:ﬂutdth—nm t; it is supposed to be not less than one thousand.
2,38, & 4.—These nmunubemmdfwthm'huhuplylﬂ'ol
5.—The Gi lndmhvh‘hdlmlewmm

and speaking a language from the neighbouring tribes, with whom they appear to be
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tial to blankets—a new skin rug has been frequently given i

8.—The aborigines are allowed hospital and medical trestment at the expense of govern-
ment ; to each of the following stations—the Goulburn, the Loddon, and Mount a
medical officer has been appointed exclusively for the aborigines.

9.—The aborigines are ed chiefly as shepherds, bullock drivers, stock and hut-
Tmm ashers, whalers, collectors of skins, police, and guides;
in latter capacity, they are, from their knowledge of locality, quickness of perception, en-
their facility in procuring water and sustenance, found of infinite service to
o . -

in those employments have been found equal and in some instances

11,—The number of half-enstes is very limited, probably net more tham twenty or
thirty in the distriet, who are Nving with, and after the manner of the aborigines,
12,—There is no disposition on the part of the white labouring population of this dis-

settlers ; generall lpuhns friendly disposed ; hostilities have arisen, and collisions

huuhnﬂau{ﬂm- tw.:nu,vhhlnsofﬁfo;iumoa::uwiﬁnuiqinthe

robbery or supposed robbery of stock by the aborigines, and instances have ocourred where
to

report the amount of property destroyed by the
; cases of this deseription are in general reported to the nearest magistrate; many

Yarra ; Boongerong, Western Port; Wodowro, Geelong; Jargowrong, Loddon; Damgoa-
rong, Goulburn ; Pinegerine, Murray ; and the Mokullumbeel at the source of the Goulburn,
meet together on friendly terms. A short time since a meeting of eight or nine hundred from
the several tribes, above-mentioned, took place near Melbourne ; an hostile fesling exists in
the minds of the aborigines, from superstitions prejudico aguinst those of remote distriots.

16.—The number affected by these hostilities i, in the aggregate, probably to the
extent of one in twenty anoually,

17.—Infanticide, to & limited extent, exists ; half-casts children have been invariably its
victims ; of late, some tribes have spared this portion of their offspring.

18.—Facts and observations relating to the aborigines :—

First : The legal disabilities of the aborigines bave been a serious obstacle to their
protection and divilization :—

“ As far'as influence is concerned, the aboriginal natives have been profected
from aets of eruelty, and oppression, and their wants, wishes, and grievances, have
been faithfully represented to the government of the Colony ;’* and this, under the ciroum-
stances in nine cases out of ten, was all that could possibly be effected. I feel it my duty,

agsin under notice, and the necessity that exists
for some suitable system of judicuture of the abo-
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In reply to certain queries respecting the eondition of the aborigines, I beg to state,
that as my gonnexion with the aboriginal department has existed only three years, my answers
will have reference only to that period.

lﬂlthhpnﬂbio.inadh:rinm ing about twenty thousand square miles, to
formn any aceurate eslenlation ; but from what I have seen, I should say that there must be,
at loast, two thousand natives in the district, of which about three-fourths would be adults ;
the males and females about equal —one fourth children,

2.—1 should consider that the number has considerably diminished.

3,—Both. :

4.—To constant wars between the different tribes. To the prevalence of syphilis, to

hp?-ﬁd.udhnmmnormﬁm to collisions with the whites.
ﬂmmm these are still in a savage state, and their means of sub-
sistence are ob by fishing.

no regular system of warfare is cerried on, yet these occasional quarrels,

frequently leading to the loss of one or mare lives, and which it is & part of their gystem to

take the earliest of revenging, even an unoffending parties, must tend to diminish
17.—I have never known an instance of it.
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short of a system of .Im-'dol!wl can effect any « worthy
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Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

I have the honor to be,

C. J. LaTROBE.

Tue Crerk or Tas Leemstarive Cooxemn, Svoszy.,





